
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 20, 2018 

 

The Work Session of February 20, 2018 was called to order at 6:35 p.m. and the open 

public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance 

were Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting. No public 

comments were made at this time. 

 

In reference to the CGI Communications video offer, the Administrator advised the 

Commissioners that the Administration Intern has talked to some of the NJ municipalities 

that have contracted with CGI.  They were all happy with CGI, although, while they were 

not sure it was much of a benefit for their businesses, they had not received complaints 

on the program.  The Solicitor reviewed the contract provided by CGI and stated that he 

did not have any issues with the document.  The Commissioners agreed to sign the 

contract and add the approval to the February 27th meeting agenda. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed a proposal from Boxwood Foundation regarding the use of 

Boxwood Hall.  An estimate on the value of the parcels for this property, once subdivided, 

has not been received from the Tax Assessors office, but once the Administrator had them 

she would calculate the estimated taxes along with several different estimates on debt 

service.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that although that information is important, he 

did not have any issues as long as this group would be able to cover the det service, as 

well as the proposed taxes and increases thereof.  The Administrator asked if they would 

need to cover the entire tax bill or just the municipal portion.  Mayor Rochford noted that 

this group is a non-profit and would not be required to pay taxes.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli agreed but asked what amount in taxes they would have to pay if they were 

not non-profit.  It was agreed that the Administrator would work up the different financial 

scenarios once the pertinent information was received from the Tax Assessor.  

Commissioner Moscatelli then stated that the subdivision paperwork is moving forward at 

this time for approval through the Planning Board, Historic Preservation Commission, and 

the State’s Historic Preservation Office. 

 

In reviewing the information on the times allowed for soliciting and peddling in the 

municipalities throughout the County, the Solicitor noted that he was surprised that so 

many limited the times to the level they do given the cases that have been adjudicated 

saying you have to justify those times.  He also reviewed the case history as this type of 

activity is considered free speech.  He advised the Commissioners that we cannot 

change the end time to 6:00 p.m. as this would be illegal.  It was suggested that possibly 

wording could be added to the ordinance that residents could put up “No Solicitation” 

signs at their property, which may solve this problem.  Commissioner Kasko asked how 

these other towns get away with having these times in their ordinances.  The Solicitor 

advised that if their ordinance was challenged then they would lose.  It was agreed to 

make changes to the wording on the website where the permit applications were 

posted, as well as the applications themselves, suggesting that no one go out after dark 

in the winter hours and the residents object.  Mayor Rochford then asked if the fee 

structure should be increased.  After some discussion the Commissioners agreed to 



increase the fee from $30 per person annually to $60.  This ordinance change will be 

added to the February 27th agenda. 

 

The Administrator announced that the Land Uses Committee of the Planning Board (PB) 

has scheduled a joint meeting with the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC) and 

Zoning Board (ZB) to review their finding regarding their mass and scale memo and to 

gather comments from those boards before they formally provide the Commissioners 

with their recommendations.  That meeting is scheduled for the following week.  She 

suggested that once the recommendations have been presented to the Commissioners 

that they are forwarded to the Borough Planner for their comments.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli asked if the Construction Code Official has reviewed these recommendations 

and noted that we did not want something that would be too onerous for that office.  

Commissioner Kasko specifically asked about the status of pools and other such 

recommendations.  The administrator stated she would reach out to them for their 

feedback. 

 

The Administrator then reviewed comments that she has received from the local book 

store downtown regarding the placement of the free library.  Based on these comments 

she stated that the Commissioners may want to have a discussion regarding the 

placement of any future free libraries.  The first one went through our PB and did not 

come to the Commissioners.  The Commissioners had a discussion of the use of private 

versus public property for these types of libraries.  It was agreed to not do anything at this 

time, but to keep an eye on the issue.  It was noted that the Haddonfield Public Library 

has agreed to supply the books for this free library.  If they say they have not needed to 

resupply any books over the next year, then we can get rid of it. 

 

The Borough Solicitor reviewed the revised draft Preconstruction Video Ordinance.  

Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the $250 fee would cover the engineering costs.  The 

Administrator advised that the cost should average out.  It was noted that this ordinance 

was brought about because of new construction damaging streets, sidewalks, curbs and 

killing trees.  Commissioner Kasko asked who decides who to hire for the review.  The 

Administrator replied that Remington & Vernick (R&V) will look through the videos to 

determine if it meets the quality needed.  Commissioner Kasko then asked if the 

ordinance should indicate “electronic”.  The Commissioners agreed to include the 

verbiage “submitted in format determined/approved by the Construction Office”.  It was 

agreed to add this to the February 27th agenda.  The Administrator asked if we would 

then have the right to hold up the Certificate of Occupancy (CO) until the damages 

were mitigated.  It was agreed that the ordinance was good as it reads now. 

 

The February 27th agenda was reviewed.  The Administrator advised that she would like 

to add a bond ordinance for $400,000 for recreation work on Centennial Field.  The 

Commissioners agreed.  She further noted that this would require that a capital budget 

resolution would also have to be done.  Commissioner Kasko asked what the timeline for 

introduction of the budget would be.  The Administrator advised that the introduction 

has been delayed and would most likely happen in April. 

 

The Commissioners reviewed sample ordinances from around the State regarding the 

banning of smoking is certain areas.  Mayor Rochford asked if the whole Partnership for 



Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) board was pushing for this ban or was it just certain people and 

certain locations.  Commissioner Kasko stated that it was not the whole board, and that 

there are some merchants complaining about smoke and/or litter.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli asked if the current ordinance prohibited smoking around restaurants.  The 

Solicitor replied that the smoke cannot go inside a building by our ordinance.  

Commissioner Kasko stated that he would take this information back to PfH for their 

review.  The problems with enforcement were briefly discussed.  

 

The Administrator then reviewed a policy for the Police Department that she would like 

to have added to the February 27th agenda.  This policy is regarding physical fitness for 

new hires, although there is another policy regarding this topic as well, which still has not 

been finalized.  The Solicitor asked if the policy was gender compliant.  The Administrator 

stated that it is and that the Police Benevolent Association (PBA) is onboard with these 

policies as well.  The Commissioners agreed to the inclusion on the February 27th agenda. 

 

The Commissioners then reviewed a request from the Environmental teacher, Mr. Smith, 

at the high school for use of the greenhouse on the Bancroft site.  It was noted that this 

will depend on the school and what they give him the flexibility to do.  He would like to 

have classes there.  Additionally, he would like the use of the shed for storage for now.  

The Commissioners agreed to this request.  The Administrator advised that the structure 

should be added to the insurance policy.  Mr. Smith would also like to clean out the 

greenhouse, with the student’s help.  He is putting together a formal proposal.  The next 

step would have to be to discuss ongoing maintenance with the Board of Education 

(BOE).  She did not believe his requests were outrageous.  The Commissioners agreed to 

allow the cleaning out and use of the shed. 

 

Gun Violence Awareness Day, June 2nd, was discussed.  The Commissioners are being 

asked to allow the same activities as last year.  Commissioner Rochford noted that the 

Human Relations Commission (HRC) is looking at doing a community conversation on this 

topic and asked that these two groups get together.  The Commissioners agreed.  The 

Administrator mentioned the possibility of the BOE doing something as well.  She also 

suggested that the group ask Fire House to light their bell tower orange as well too for 

that evening. 

 

Commissioner Moscatelli brought up the dead garland he has seen along the highway 

and talked about how PfH should maintain these decorations, as well as the life span of 

the lights when they left on for so long.  The Commissioners discussed the allowing of these 

types of decorations to stay up for so long. 

 

At 7:48 p.m. Commissioner Moscatelli made a motion to go into closed session for 

discussions on possible contract negotiation regarding the Boxwood Hall property and 

land swap negotiations with the Board of Education.  Mayor Rochford seconded the 

motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:30 p.m., where the motion had also 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


